
 

Sugar Grove Nature Center’s 

Hummingbird Festival & Pollination Celebration 
Saturday, August 27, 2016, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 

 

There are so many exciting things going on at our 10th Annual Hummingbird Festival & 

Pollination Celebration!  Read below for a summary of the various events, presentations, 

and activities taking place throughout the day.  Hummingbird banding will take place 

from 10 a.m. until noon.  The various seminars, puppet shows, and presentations 

will be repeated throughout the day.  Schedules will be available when you arrive. 
The event begins at 10:00 a.m. and there will not be any early entry. 

The event ends at 2:00 p.m. with the last shuttle to parking at 2:15 p.m.   

 

Hummingbird Banding: Vernon Kleen, licensed hummingbird bander, will be capturing and banding 

hummingbirds.  Stop in to learn how the traps work and what banding is all about.  Hummingbirds are 

banded as they are caught and visitors will have an opportunity to see them up-close.  Ask how you can 

“adopt” a hummingbird! 

 

The Great Migration Challenge: Young and old alike are invited to take the Migration Challenge! Make 

your own identification band and then head south!  You’ll have to be careful, though.  There are many 

hardships and obstacles along the way.  Follow the migration route and attempt to survive your journey! 

 

Hummingbird Seminars: Learn all about hummingbirds and how to attract them to your yard from local 

hummingbird experts Deanna Frautschi and Jeanie Morse. 

 

Monarch Mania: Head over to the tent on the east lawn to learn all about Monarch Butterflies!  Find out 

how Monarchs are tagged.  Tour our Monarch Waystation to learn about larval & nectar plants and see some 

pollinators up close and in action! 

 

Pollinator Primer: Learn about pollination and why it is important, meet some pollinators, and learn which 

native plants you can plant to help them.  A native plant will be given away at each session.  Presented by 

Sherrie Snyder, founder of Illinois Prairie Wild Ones . 

 

Pollination Puppet Show: “Bee Talk” - Buzz on over for this fun and informative talk show all about 

bees and meet special guest Miss Honey Bee herself!  ENTERTAINING for ALL ages! 

 

BEE an Insect: An audience member will be transformed into an insect as we learn the characteristics 

that all insects have in common. 

 

Hummingbird Craft Station for Kids: Make a fun a hummingbird puppet to take home! 

 

Wild Ones-Native Plants, Natural Landscapes: Stop by to visit with Wild Ones members to learn 

how using native plants on your property can help attract hummingbirds, monarchs, and other pollinators.  

Kids can plant a native plant to take home, too! 

 

Central Illinois Beekeepers Association: Stop in at the Sap & Honey House to learn more about honey 

bees & beekeeping equipment and purchase some local honey!  Enjoy a taste of honey, too! 

 

Save The Bees: Stop by to browse an assortment of honeybee related items for sale – all made in the 

USA.  Fifty percent of all net profits go towards non-profit agencies working to protect our precious 

pollinators. 

 

Pollinator Plots: Pheasants Forever will be on hand to provide information about how to plant & manage 

your own pollinator plot and the benefits for ALL kinds of wildlife!  Play a habitat game to learn about the 

importance of habitat for wildlife & humans, too! 

 

Wild Birds Unlimited: Browse a variety of hummingbird feeders, garden accents, and other unique items! 
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Mason Bee Hotels: Michele Bell and the Illinois Grand Prairie Master Naturalists invite you to stop by to 

learn about these native solitary bees and make a hotel to take home! 

 

Pallet Pollinator Home Demonstration: Stop by and visit with Jimmy Murphy, Eagle Scout Candidate 

from Troop 3 in Bloomington.  He has installed a variety of pollinator habitats throughout the Grove.  Learn 

more about his efforts and get a pollinator habitat to take home…while supplies last! 

 

Casey’s Garden Center: Native plants, nature gifts, butterfly houses and more! 

 

Girl Scout Troop 1454's Reuse for Lemonade: Stop by Troop 1454's table and learn what happens to 

objects when they go to the landfill.  To help reduce plastic waste, they will be selling reusable water 

bottles and will fill them with lemonade for free!  Have your bottle with you?  Get it filled for only a buck! 

 

Honey Bee Observation Hive: Our honeybee observation hive inside the Nature Center is a must-see!  

Watch workers as they come and go, working hard to fill the hive with honey. 

 

Information Table: Nature Center volunteers and staff are stationed in the picnic shelter.  Stop by for 

directions to today’s events, to become a Nature Center member, purchase SGNC logo items, learn more 

about our upcoming special events, and more!! 

 

Yummy Food: Tarvin’s Family Fryer will be here with a variety of food from lemon shake-ups to 

sandwiches and fantastic fried potatoes! 
 

Can you find our Festival Mascot?: Get your photo taken with our roaming hummingbird.  

 

Butterfly Fruit, Poop, & Watering Stations: Did you know that butterflies are attracted to fruit and 

poop for their nutrients and minerals?  Keep an eye out on the festival grounds! 

 
Thank you to all of our wonderful Sugar Grove Nature Center volunteers 

for making this event such a success! 
 

 

This event is FREE!  Donations are GREATLY appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 


